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NEW DELHI : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said the second wave of the
pandemic illustrated the kind
of challenges that the virus
may present to us and the
country needs to stay pre-
pared to meet these chal-
lenges.

The Prime Minister was
speaking at the launch of a
'Customized Crash Course
Programme for Covid-19
Frontline Workers' via video
conferencing. The training
programme will be conduct-
ed at 111 centres spread over
26 states.

About one lakh frontline
workers will be trained under
this initiative. Union Minister
of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship Mahendra
Nath Pandey, many other

Union Ministers, Ministers
from the states, experts and
other stakeholders were also
present on the occasion.

Addressing the event, the
Prime Minister said that this
launch was an important
next step in the fight against
coronavirus. He cautioned
that the virus is present and
the possibility of mutation is
also there.

"The second wave of the
pandemic illustrated the kind
of challenges that the virus
may present to us. The coun-
try needs to stay prepared to
meet the challenges and
training more than one lakh
frontline warriors is a step in
that direction," said the
Prime Minister.

He reminded everybody
that the pandemic has tested
the strength of every country,
institution, society, family and
person. "At the same time,
this alerted us to expand our
capabilities as science, gov-
ernment, society, institution
or individuals," he said.

He pointed out that India
took up this challenge and
the status of PPE kits, testing
and other medical infrastruc-
ture related to Covid care and
treatment bears testimony to
the efforts.

"Amidst all these efforts,
skilled manpower is critical.

For this and to support the
current force of corona war-
riors one lakh youth is being
trained. This training should
be over in two-three
months," the Prime Minister
said.

He informed that top
experts of the country have
designed these six courses,

launched on Friday, as per
the demands of the states and
union territories. The train-
ing will be imparted to Covid
warriors in six customised
job roles namely Home Care
Support, Basic Care Support,
Advanced Care Support,
Emergency Care Support,
Sample Collection Support,

and Medical Equipment
Support.

This will include fresh
skilling as well as upskilling
of those who have some
training in this type of work.
This campaign will give fresh
energy to the health sector
frontline force and will also
provide job opportunities to
the youth.

"Corona period has
proved how important the
mantra of skill, re-skill and
up-skill is. The Skill India
Mission was started sepa-
rately for the first time in the
country, a Skill Development
Ministry was created and the
Prime Minister's Skill
Development Centers were
opened across the country.
Today Skill India Mission is
helping millions of this coun-
try's youth every year in pro-
viding training according to
the needs of the day," he said.

The Prime Minister said
given the size of our popula-
tion, it is necessary to keep
increasing the number of
doctors, nurses and para-
medics in the health sector.

"Work has been done with
a focused approach over the
last 7 years to start new
AIIMS, new medical colleges
and new nursing colleges,"
he said. The Prime Minister
lauded the ASHA.
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NEW DELHI : Thirty-one per
cent of citizens plan to visit a
restaurant, while 29 per cent
plan to visit malls in the next
60 days, according to a sur-
vey conducted by
LocalCircles.

In addition, 75 per cent of
Indian households expect vis-
itors like domestic help, serv-
ice providers etc. to their
homes in the next 30 days. As
many as 43 per cent are
expecting visits from friends
and relatives who do not stay
with them, while 27 per cent
are expecting friends, neigh-
bours and colleagues to visit
them in the next 30 days.

According to LocalCircles,

given the known air-borne
transmission of the SARS-
COV2 strains, all the above
activities without adhering to
the guidelines, both by the
business owners and the citi-
zens, are likely to accelerate
the spread of Covid and a
possible third wave may be
coming sooner than antici-
pated."The government's
Covid task force has stated
that it is premature to pre-
sume that the country is out
of danger as the possibility of
a third wave is high. The doc-
tors have warned that we
cannot be fully out of danger
till most of the population is
vaccinated, which is a long

way away given that only 250
million doses have been
administered in a nation with
a population of 1.4 billion,"
the survey said.

The findings indicate that
the majority of Indian house-
holds are likely to have serv-
ice providers, domestic help
and extended family visit
them in the next 30 days.

India experienced difficult
consequences for its negli-
gence in April and May with
almost 60 per cent individu-
als having someone in their
social network getting
impacted by the second wave
of the pandemic, the survey
said.

NEW DELHI : A Dominican
court has ordered Indian
fugitive businessman Mehul
Choksi to be remanded at the
Dominica State Prison
despite a decline in his
health, the local media
reported.

According to Dominica
News Online, a news outlet in
the Carribean island,
Magistrate Pearl Williams on
Thursday ordered that
Antiguan citizen and busi-
nessman Mehul Choksi who
is wanted in India for alleged
bank fraud, to be remanded
at the Dominica State Prison.

Choksi, who pleaded not
guilty to illegal entry into
Dominica, was remanded
into police custody at the
Dominica China Friendship
Hospital (DCFH) where he
has been a patient since May
29.

On June 2, 2021, at
Choksi's first court hearing
where the charge was read to
him, the acting Director of
Public Prosecution (DPP),
Sherma Dalyrample, made
an application before the
Chief Magistrate Candia
Carrette George pursuant to
Section 212 of the Magistrate
code of procedure, to have
him brought before a
Magistrate every three days

to be further remanded until
he is discharged from the
hospital.

This application came
under review by Magistrate
Williams on June 11, howev-
er, she reserved her ruling as
a bail application for Choksi
was being heard in the High
Court on the same day.

On Thursday, the 62-year-
old diamantaire was expect-
ed to appear before the court
for reporting and further
remand but his attorneys
presented a medical report to
the court which indicated
that Choksi's health has dete-
riorated and as a result, he
was unable to attend.

However, Magistrate

Williams ordered Choksi to
be remanded at the State
Prison as she stated, based
on the law, she does not have
the jurisdiction to remand the
accused to the hospital every
three days.

Dissatisfied with her deci-
sion, three of Choksi's attor-
neys -- Julien Prevost, Zena
Moore-Dyer and Gina Dyer-
Munro, who were present at
the court, objected claiming
that their client is now in a
bad state, and the decision to
remand him to the state
prison is appalling as bleed-
ing in the head is one of his
conditions.

The attorneys argued that
there must be a certain level
of "humanity" in how the
court operates and everyone
should be treated fairly.

Despite the heated argu-
ment in court, Magistrate
Williams remained resolute
in her decision and said her
order will stand. She said
arrangements will be made
for the court to visit the hos-
pital for Choksi to be remand-
ed at the prison.

Attorneys for Choksi said
they will go to the High court
to prevent the order.

The Magistrate remanded
Choksi until June 24, where
he will appear before the

court to be further remanded
whilst his trial for illegal
entry is expected to com-
mence on June 25.

The matter of Habeas
Corpus filed by Choksi's
attorneys in the High Court
has been adjourned sine die.

The 62-year-old diaman-
taire who gained citizenship
in Antigua and Barbuda in
2017, is wanted by the Indian
investigative agencies .

Mehul Choksi remanded to
Dominica State Prison by court
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NEW DELHI : The Trained
Nurses' Association of India
(TNAI) has appealed to the
Delhi government to recruit
only those people who have
completed their nursing
training, instead of Class XII
pass out, for the specialised
jobs, in view of the possible
third wave of Covid pan-
demic. The association said
there are many unem-
ployed nurses in Delhi and
therefore it is suggested to
give appointment only to
the nursing personnel with
proper salary and working
conditions.

TNAI in a letter to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Friday has opposed the
Delhi government's recent-
ly proposed plan to provide
training to youth as
Community Nursing to
strengthen manpower in
hospitals in the wake of
possible third wave of the
pandemic.

"You cannot expect an
18-year-old, just a Class 12
pass out selected on 'first
come-first served' basis to
perform such skilled tasks
as administering medicines,
injections, vaccination,
sample collection and
catheterisation after just
two weeks training.

In fact we may play
havoc with the people's
health if such perfunctory
trained persons are asked
to do specialised jobs,"
said TNAI.

The association further

said that Delhi-NCR is
alone a home to 33 col-
leges and schools of nurs-
ing rating BSc Nursing
(600), GNM Nurses (600)
and ANM (200) and
around 1,500 nurses pass-
ing every year.

Recently, passed out
students from these nurs-
ing institutions are being
equipped properly to per-
form their tasks.

The letter further read,
"We kindly request and
direct officers to withdraw
this proposal immediately.
Also we condemn the use
of the term 'Nursing'
courses which is not
approved by the India
Nursing Council or the
Sate Nursing Council."

Earlier, Kejriwal on
Wedenesday announced
that the Delhi govern-
ment will provide train-
ing to 5,000 youth, who
will be working under
the direction of doctors
and nurses as health
assistants in view of a
possible third wave of
Covid-19. They will be
called Community
Nursing assistants.

Kejriwal also added
that these community
nursing assistants will be
trained in basic nursing,
paramedic, lifesaving,
first aid and home care,
sample collection, oxy-
gen concentrators and
cylinder operations,
among other things.


